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    Topic- SCALE 
                      (Paper- Practical Geography) 

Introduction  

What is Scale ? 

You must have seen maps with a scale bar indicating equal divisions, each marked with 

readings in kilometres or miles. These divisions are used to find out the ground distance on 

the map. In other words, a map scale provides the relationship between the map and the 

whole or a part of the earth’s surface shown on it. We can also express this relationship as a 

ratio of distances between two points on the map and the corresponding distance between the 

same two points on the ground. 

There are at least three ways in which this relationship can be expressed. These are: 

1. Statement of Scale 

2. Representative Fraction (R. F.) 

3. Graphical Scale 

Metric System of Measurement 

1 km = 1000 Metres 

1 Metre = 100 Centimetres 

1 Centimetre = 10 Millimetres 

English System of Measurement 

1 Mile = 8 Furlongs 

1 Furlong = 220 Yards 

1 Yard = 3 feet 

1 Foot = 12 Inches 










